
    

 
 

 

 

Dear SHA Families –  

 Shirley Chisholm said “You don’t make progress by standing 

on the sidelines whimpering and complaining. You make 

progress by implementing ideas.” SHA was built on an idea 

and as we have grown together these past few months, we 

have implemented the ideas of students, parents, teachers 

and administration. As the new year is a symbol of growth 

and renewed energy, here are our renewed new year’s 

promises to you, our students and parents; 

 We promise to practice INTEGRITY, being honest with 

you, even when those truths are hard to say and 

hear. 

 We promise to show RESPECT, embracing your 

uniqueness and promoting a culture where all voices 

are heard. 

 We promise to embrace POSSIBILITY honoring the 

journey you are on and supporting you as you 

challenge the well-worn path and push boundaries. 

 We promise to promote INTELLECT, fostering 

excitement for learning and civil, passionate debate. 

 We promise to model CITIZENSHIP, learning and 

teaching about how we as individuals can impact 

our world, our country, our city, our school, and our 

homes. 

As we enter the doors of a new year and each new day, 

we will stand on the SHA motto that we will continue to be 

our best for the world. We wish you all a safe and Happy 

New Year. 

 

Vestri Optimus Pro Mundo,  

Principal Grace Howard-Donlin  

and Assistant Principal Dena Cooper 

 

 

JANUARY 2018 

THE 
GLOBE 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Jan. 12 School Closed-Professional 

Development Day 

Jan. 15 School Closed- MLK Jr. Day 

Jan. 19 SHA Spaghetti Dinner/Midnight 

Midterm Madness 

Feb. 2  Report Cards sent home 

Feb. 7   Parent Teacher Conferences 

Feb. 19 School Closed-Presidents Day 

Feb. 20-23 MidWinter Break-School Closed 

 

 
Year's end is neither an end nor a 
beginning but a going on, with all 
the wisdom that experience can 

instill in us.  

Hal Borland 

 

MIDNIGHT MidTERM 

MADNESS 

FRIDAY, Jan. 19
th
 @ SHA 

 

5:30p-6:30p  

Family Style pasta dinner cooked by the 

SHA Culinary Club 

6:45p-10:30p  

Family departs and the studying begins 

 

Break bread with your SHA family and 

handle midterms like a rockstar! 
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                                               CLASSROOM UPDATES          
Margaret Hersey 

English Teacher / Demystification of   

the Arts Instructor 

herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Come January room B338 will be 

gearing up for a trip to 1930s Alabama 

in our study of my personal favorite “To 

Kill a Mockingbird.” During this unit 

students will not only dive into a deep 

literary analysis, but will also be 

confronted with questions surrounding 

race, values, justice, and how our 

environment shapes us. The questions 

that this story will raise in our class are 

just as important today as they were 

when Harper Lee first wrote them 

almost 75 years ago. This unit will push 

the students to embrace the 

complexity of moral gray areas and 

imagine the world from the perspective 

of others.  

 

 

 

Adventure club just finished up two 

successful holiday bake sales and have 

raised enough funds to take a trip to 

the ice rink in the first few weeks after 

vacation. We will also be taking a 

sunset hike at the Ashley Reservoir in 

January. Dates and additional trips are 

TBD but the adventure club has a 

strong core of dedicated 

outdoorsmen/women working hard to 

get some plans in the works! 

James Ryan 

History Teacher / World Scholar  

Seminar Instructor/Service Learning  

ryanja@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Having completed their 

exploration of imperialism and 

independence, Pre-AP World History 

students have now set their sights on 

understanding the nature of social 

stratification – the way in which 

people are grouped in society based 

on status.  Now that they understand 

how social stratification has 

impacted people, both historically 

and in modern times, students will 

now prepare themselves to be able 

to answer the age-old question: If 

you had the power to end the status 

quo, would you do it? 

 

The World Scholar Seminar is 

about to finish its study of the 

Responsible Consumption and 

Production goal, learning about how 

food waste, the unchecked growth 

of agribusiness, and the bottling of 

municipal water supplies hurt us all.  

Next, we will be exploring the goal of 

Good Health and Well-Being.  

Finishing touches are being made to 

the Academy’s service learning 

program, and we are excited to 

begin our work in the community 

beginning in the new year. 

Anjali Martins 

Mathematics (Algebra, Advanced  

Integrated Geometry) Teacher 

martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Honors Algebra 1 – Students in this 

seminar will begin the New Year with 

gaining factoring skills. The students are 

being groomed to master several 

different Factoring strategies and use 

them in the appropriate setting. More 

than Mathematical skills, these are real 

world skills that will enable our students to 

retain and reapply a large body of 

technical information in their professional 

lives. They are also being offered 

challenging material from advanced 

seminars (Algebra 2) already to develop 

strong habits of work as well as habits of 

mind.   

Advanced Integrated Geometry & 

Algebra 2 – Students in this seminar are on 

their last unit in Geometry for the year. 

Before they make the transition to Conic 

Sections in Algebra 2, the students will 

excel their way through Circle Geometry 

and get an early introduction to basic 

Trigonometry. They will receive these 

concepts at the Pre-Calculus standard as 

part of high expectations and 

challenging work that SHA students have 

come to enjoy. The students in this 

seminar are able to do this because of 

mastery in proving classical results of 

Geometry. 

Sara Runkle 

Wellness Teacher/School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Students in Wellness are working on 

their final project for our Brainology 

curriculum. Students will demonstrate 

their knowledge of how the brain works 

and how to use that knowledge to be 

a successful student. As a group, 

students will take what they learned in 

Brainology and create a Freshman 

Study Guide for next year’s incoming 

class.  
 

Lance Piantaggini 

Latin Teacher 

piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com 

Despite meeting just once per 

week, Latin students should feel good 

about the amount of Latin they’ve 

been reading. The texts from Quarter 

1 have exposed students to over 100 

unique Latin words. The total length 

of Latin words read across all texts 

has been over 800, and the students 

taking part in the “Lingua Latina 

Challenge” on their own time will 

have read an additional 650 total 

words per chapter! That’s a lot of 

Latin! 
 

 

Ian Howes 

Biology Teacher 

howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com 
We are finally delving into the intricate 

chemistry involved with Cell Energetics. 

Jaws are dropping at the sight of the 

Krebs Cycle, but we were able to battle 

through photosynthesis pretty well. 

Students are realizing that Honors Biology 

is not just cell organelles and the water 

cycle they learned in middle school, but 

a complex array of the physical world 

and all of it chemical reactions. We are 

looking forward to wrapping up 

energetics. I am excited to get us started 

with the cell cycle when we return.  

     All of the second generation beans 

have been harvested and Jaydrian 

Moran was the winner with the tallest 

plant (which also turned out to have the 

healthiest-looking beans). We will analyze 

the data from his experiment and see 

what we all can do with our next 

generation. The passionfruit is creeping up 

its trellis quite nicely in hopes of stretching 

across the whole room. The lemon tree 

has four healthy lemons – hand pollinated 

by our students back in October. 

ADVENTURE CLUB 

Culinary Club 

Meets every other Wed. 

MATH STUDY GROUP 

Meets every Wed. 2:30-3:30 

Why USE YOUR PLANNERS?! 

1. there are proven 

psychological benefits of 

writing things down 

2. students can always use their 

paper planners in class, unlike 

smartphones 

3. paper planners are not as 

distracting as smartphones 

4. you are required to do so 

mailto:herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:ryanja@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com
mailto:howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (SGA)  

 
 

THE PARENT-GUARDIAN ADVISORY COUNCIL (PGAC) 

PGAC Purpose: To provide a means for parents/guardians to have a voice in all major decisions through a voting process 

and provide opportunities for parents to become directly involved with communication, recruitment, fundraising, etc. 

Communication Chair; Mr. Kevin Anderson (parent of Amalia and Kevin) 

Fundraising Chair; Patricia Hernandez (parent of Isaiah) 

Principal Liaison; Dee Brown (parent of Jafari) 

Notes from 12/11/17  

Family Recruitment Night was Monday, December 11th from 5:30-7:00. A special THANK YOU goes out to Mr. Anderson, Ms. 

Wiseman, Ms. Hernandez, and Mrs. Howes for making such a meaningful impact on our current and future families. The 

panel of students and parents answered questions thoughtfully and honestly. The feedback from the tours was tremendous, 

as was the refreshments. Within 48 hours we had our first student for the SHA Class of 2022 accept admission! 

Upcoming: 

Midnight Midterm Madness if Friday, Jan.19th; 5:30p-10:30p free family-style pasta dinner made by the SHA Culinary Club, 

followed by evening study hours so students can handle mid-terms like rockstars! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHA Anchors 

In the month of December, a team of eight SHA Anchors were selected. Anchors are 

students who will be trained to serve other students who are experiencing life’s challenges 

and need peer support. 

The SHA Anchors first outreach was in the form of a ‘Gone’ demonstration. Every 18 minutes 

in the U.S. someone dies due to gun violence. Every 18 minutes throughout the day on 12/19 

a chime was sounded, an Anchor student was approached in class by Principal HD and a 

mark of ‘Gone’ was placed on them, they gave a short statement about suicide/gun 

violence prevention and then were silent for the remainder of the day as a symbol of a 

student lost to gun violence. The group of anchors then performed a flashmob at lunchtime 

to further reinforce that support is here for students.  

Check out the video on: https://youtu.be/cv9MN5DhVs8 

 

 

Photos from left to right; 

President: Jennifer Martinez 

Vice President: Jafari Brown 

Treasurer: Xavier Santana 

Secretary: Lexiy Hernandez 

Communication: Yashi Argawal 

SGA continues to sell SHA t-shirts at $10/each. They also 

helped coordinate the fun events the week prior to the 

Holiday break, including the Thursday Dress-up Day where 

we were transformed into reindeer and elves! Starting this 

month, SGA will also be calling new students who are 

accepted to the SHA Class of 2022! 
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]  

Recently, thecollegefix.com posted a list of tips written by a former 

colleague of mine. So many of his tips are those we have been 

discussing at SHA as we build a foundation for college success. A 

summary of the tips is below, along with how the tips relates to 

SHA, and a link to the full article. 

Ms. Kristy Synnott, SHA Student Life Coordinator  

https://apholt.com/2017/12/06/some-tips-for-beginning-college-students/ 

 

CONTACTING SHA 

Main Number: 413-787-6707 
Attendance Reporting: 413-787-6814 
Website: http://bit.ly/SpringfieldHonorsAcademy  
Facebook: Springfield Honors Academy 
Twitter: #SpHonorsAcademy 

“SOME TIPS FOR BEGINNING COLLEGE STUDENTS” SHA TRANSLATION 
1. Understand that when you do not turn in assignments by their due 

dates, professors (teachers) are not obligated to accept them.  

When teachers give you deadline dates, use your 

agenda book and plan the steps you need to take 

to finish the work. 

2. Be formal when addressing your professors (teachers) at the start of 

the semester. If they have a doctorate, their title is “Doctor”. If they do 

not have a doctorate, or you are unsure, then their title is “Professor”. 

The title “Professor” covers both.  

Ditto! Showing respect to teachers is essential and 

expected. 

3. When emailing your professors (teachers) make sure to 

professionalize your email and its tone.  

Emails may be ‘old school’ but they are still a tool 

teachers use. Do not treat them like a text or 

tweet. 

4. Make sure the purpose of your email is clear and does not require 

additional back and forth to clarify your need. 

Teachers cannot read minds (shocking, right?!) So 

be clear about the assignment you are asking 

about and the specific part you need clarified. 

5. Never begin an email to your professor (teachers) with “Hey!” or “Yo!”  Yo, this ain’t cool. Hey, don’t do this. 

6. Frame any requests you may have for your professors (teachers) in the 

form of a request rather than a demand. For example, rather than 

“Hey! Tell me what I got on my paper,” you might write “Hi Professor 

Holt, I’m sorry I was not in class today when you passed back the 

papers, but could you please let me know my grade?”  

Remember the discussion we had about calling 

SHA when you need to be let in the door? 

No- “Hey, I’m at the back door” 

Yes- “Good Morning, Ms. Synnott this is ______, 

can you please have someone open the door?” 

7. If you miss class and want to find out what you missed, never inquire 

with your professor (teachers) by asking “Did I miss anything 

important?” The answer is always “yes.” Would you really expect your 

professor say anything else about class time? 

If you are absent, arrive late, dismissed early, miss 

class for reasons like band, chorus, ROTC- It is 

your responsibility to ASK your teacher about 

missed assignments. 

8. It is your responsibility to handle classroom discussions maturely and 

interact politely with other students in the class who may have views 

that differ from yours. This will help foster meaningful discussion and 

dialogue between students with different views. 

Talking about difficult or controversial subjects in 

a respectful and civil manner allows us to hear 

new perspectives and the have our voice heard 

also. Pausing before reacting is so important. 

9. Your time in college will not be as structured as it was in high school. 

You must be disciplined to get up on time, go to class, stay awake, 

take notes, turn in assignments, etc…. College professors will fail you 

otherwise. There are no notifications sent to your parents seeking an 

intervention as you are considered an adult. 

Time Management and learning to prioritize 

yourself is essential. While in high school, we work 

with your parents, but there are no notifications 

sent to your parents once you are in college, as 

you are considered an adult. 

10. Go to office hours. Go to the writing center. Make appointments with 

the reference librarians. Each of these is guaranteed to raise your 

grades (assuming you follow their advice.) Also, don’t be afraid to use 

the counseling services your school offers.  

Use your resources! Tutoring, study groups, 

meeting with the teacher-asking for help is the 

only way to set yourself up for success. We do not 

expect you to go it alone! Ask us for help! 

https://apholt.com/2017/12/06/some-tips-for-beginning-college-students/

